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The Debating Society Stuttgart/Germany e.V. (see www.schoolsdebate.de) will be pleased to host the WSDC in February 2004. Avenues have been explored regarding financing, accommodation and sponsoring, although we have at this stage no final plan. Our experience so far has been confined to annual German Championships with 16 local teams and annual Europe-wide contests also with 16 teams, including the USA and Israel over the past eight years. We have participated in every WSDC since Cardiff in 1995.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON STUTTGART:

Stuttgart is the regional capital of the federal state of Baden-Württemberg and is within an hour’s flight of Frankfurt and Munich, about 90 minutes from Berlin, London, Paris and Vienna. It is a prosperous,  green, industrialised (non-smokestack) city of over half a million set in the south-west of Germany among pleasant, forested hills and vineyards. Main industries are the automobile (DaimlerChrysler, Porsche) or light engineering and electronics (Bosch, Siemens). Stuttgart has a parliament, various university institutions including the John-Cranko-School of Ballet, academies of music, art and architecture, and a Max-Planck-Institut. It has an opera house, several theatres, two dozen cinemas, two of them showing English-language films, two football teams. For more detailed information visit www.stuttgart.de.

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS AND POTENTIAL SPONSORS:

We have promises of support from LB=BW, the biggest and most  important local bank (tentative main sponsor, financial, catering), from Bosch (financial, logistics, backup, catering), and Klett (educational publishing house, financial, PR, backup, catering). We are still negotiating with DaimlerChrysler and Siemens. The City of Stuttgart is enthusiastic and promises support f.ex. in the form of free access to school buildings and other venues like the opera house for the final debate, they will  help with logistics, PR, free tickets, accommodation backup. Our local Ministry of Education welcomes the bid and offers financial  help and decisive other support. We can be sure of local or national political sponsorship by the president of Baden-Württemberg or maybe, someone even more popular from Berlin. We are also exploring the possibilities of incorporating a visit to Strasbourg and/or Berlin involving the European parliament or the Bundestag ( i.e. German federal parliament in Berlin).

TIMING:

We suggest early  February as it would lie in school term and attract a maximum of public interest in and out of schools. The debates could be attended by large audiences of school children and teachers inspiring all of them to join our debating community. Registration would begin from September / October 2003.

ACCOMMODATION:

Accommodation will be at one of the several international hotels in the city centre (easy access to public transport). We are in contact with IBIS, Novotel, Holiday Inn, for catering we are exploring offers from local firms, but also the city and the central local government cafeteria.

FEES:

We hope to keep registration fees to about the WSDC 2002 level not exceeding the Wolrds 2003 level.

POSSIBLE EXCURSIONS:

February is coldish, bleak, with rain and patches of snow.   Be prepared to bring winter and spring clothing. Excursions could be the famous old university cities of  Heidelberg and Tuebingen, the Rhine at the Lorelei, or  castles like Neuschwanstein or Hohenzollern.  And within the city boundaries shorter excursions to the car museums of Porsche and DaimlerChrysler, the local art galeries (Chagall, Gauguin, Matisse, Picasso, Rembrandt, …), a visit to the opera ( three times in succession German “opera of the year”), a ballet or a musical.

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:

Chairman – we have approached  two renowned political figures …

Convenor – Angelika Hoeness

Treasurer – Tanja Wolf, Hans-Georg Hellebrandt

Chief Adjudicators –  Asher Weill, Israel and Trevor Sather, England

Venues+Schools – Michael Pates 

Accommodation+Transport –  Ellen  Butzko, Silke Stephan

Publicity – Ginette Mayer,  Mikko Soiniemi 

Entertainment + Excursions  -  Maria Arapakis,  Florian Eisentraut 

Catering – Karin Soiniemi, Birgit Trefz

Registration+Computer Technology – Oliver Bertold, Elisabeth Fahrner,  Nico Winkler

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:    11th – 21st February, 2004

Wednesday, 11th – arrival, registration

Thursday, 12th  – adjudicators briefing, free for debaters, opening ceremony

Friday, 13th–   Round 1 (Stuttgart schools),  Stuttgart reception and  tour

Saturday, 14th  – Round 2 + 3 (different venues), reception

Sunday, 15th  – sight seeing (Heidelberg or Tuebingen), free evening

Monday, 16th  – Round 4 + 5 (different venues), reception

Tuesday, 17th– Round 6 + 7 (different venues), reception

Wednesday, 18th  – Round 8 and Octos ( Stuttgart schools), visit to opera or musical

Thursday, 19th  -  Quarter Finals + Semi- Finals, party (carnival?)

Friday, 20th  –  Worlds Council and Grand Final and Dinner (Opera House? Liederhalle?)

Saturday, 21st - departure

We will send out regular updates on our progress, but please, feel free to visit our website or contact me if there are any questions. 







Angelika Höness/Michael Pates, November 2002

