
 

World Schools Debating  
Championships 2015 

Singapore, 27 July – 6 August 

From the Conveners’ Desk 
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Greetings! 
 
The organising committee of the 2015 
World Schools Debating Championships is 
looking forward to welcoming teams from 
around the world to Singapore in July - Au-
gust 2015.  
 
The 2015 championship is being organised 
by the Schools Debating Society with the 
support and sponsorship of various public 
and private organisations in Singapore, in-
cluding the Ministry of Education.  
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Information about the championships can 
be found at our website – 
http://www.wsdc2015.org. The organising 
committee can also be contacted by e-mail 
at wsdcsingapore2015@gmail.com. 
 
In the meantime, happy holidays!  
 
Mark Gabrie l and Evelyn Woels 
Co-Convenors  
 

 

Accommodation  
Curious about where partici-
pants will be staying for the du-
ration of the tournament? 
Check out this section.  
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Team Registration  
Please read this section careful-
ly for a big-picture overview 
about the team registration pro-
cess. 
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CAs’ Update 
In this section, our Co-CAs pro-
vide important information 
about judge registration and 
CAP applications.  
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Day 1  Monday, 27th 
July 2015 

• Arrivals 
• Registration 

 
 
Day 2  Tuesday, 28th 
July 2015 

• Opening day activi-
ties for teams 

• Training workshop 
for adjudicators 

• Opening ceremony 
 
 
Day 3  Wednesday, 
29th July 2015 

• Debate Round 1 
(prepared debate) 

• Debate Round 2 
(prepared debate) 

 
 
Day 4  Thursday, 30th 
July 2015 

• Debate Round 3 
(prepared debate) 

• Debate Round 4 
(impromptu debate) 

 
 
Day 5  Fr iday,  31st Ju-
ly 2015 

• Debate Round 5 
(prepared debate) 

• Debate Round 6 
(impromptu debate) 

 
 
Day 6  Saturday, 1st 
August 2015 

• Optional tours 
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Day 7  Sunday, 2nd 
August 2015 

• Debate Round 7 
(impromptu debate) 

• Debate Round 8 
(impromptu debate) 

• Break Night party 
 
 
Day 8  Monday, 3rd 
August 2015 

• Octo-finals 
• Quarter-finals 

 
 
Day 9  Tuesday, 4th 
August 2015 

• Semi-final 1 
• Semi-final 2 

 
 
 
 
Day 10  Wednesday, 
5th August 2015 

• Tournament Com-
mittee Meeting 

• Grand Final 
• Closing Dinner 

 
 
Day 11  Thursday, 6th 
August 2015 

• Departures 
 

Schedule 

To-Do 
Thinking of extending your 
stay in Singapore? Here are 
some possible things to see 
and do.... 

1. Take in the s ights 

Treat yourself to a ride on the 
world’s tallest Ferris wheel, 
the Singapore F lyer.  Alter-
natively, visit the Skydeck at 
the Marina Bay Sands ho-
tel for an expansive view of 
the skyline.  

2. Let your hair down 

Visit Sentosa Is land, a one-
stop offshore recreational ar-
ea with a range of attractions.  

3. Immerse yourself  in 
culture 

Visit Chinatown, Litt le In-
dia,  or  Kampong Glam, for 
a taste of Singapore’s ethnic 
cultures. 
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Accommodation  

1

WSDC 2015 participants will be accommo-
dated in 2 hotels close to Singapore’s city 
centre – the Copthorne Kings Hotel and the 
Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel – both of 
which are located across the street from 
each other on opposite sides of Havelock 
Road (with a footbridge going over the road 
to make moving between the 2 hotels easy).  
 
Delegations will be kept together, with each 
nation’s delegation being assigned to stay in 
either the Copthorne Kings or the Grand 
Copthorne Waterfront. Most participants will 
stay in twin rooms, though single and triple 
rooms will also be available. All rooms will 
have private en-suite bathrooms and free 
wireless Internet access. The facilities of 
both hotels will be available to WSDC partici-
pants, and all participants will come together 
every morning in one of the hotel’s ballrooms 
for breakfast and a daily briefing session. 
Both hotels have their own restaurants, 
swimming pools, gymnasiums, gift shops and 
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business centres. The Grand Copthorne al-
so has tennis courts and the Copthorne 
Kings also has a mini golf-putting green.  
 
The hotels are located by the banks of the 
Singapore River. The Great World City shop-
ping complex (one of Singapore largest 
shopping malls with numerous shops and 
restaurants and a multi-screen cinema) is 
less than 5 minutes’ walk away. Clarke 
Quay, Robertson Quay and China Town are 
about 10 minutes’ walk from the hotels, 
and Singapore’s main shopping street, Or-
chard Road, is a short bus ride away (with 
regular shuttle buses from Great World 
City). 
 
The central location of the hotels will mean 
that virtually all the debate and social event 
venues for the championships will be within 
half an hour’s travelling distance by coach. 
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Continued… 

Registration 

1

Registration fees for all delegates attending 
the championships will be paid in Singa-
pore Dollars (S$). 
 
A registration fee of S$1,150 per person 
will apply to the following delegates:  
 
• Debaters (3-5 per nation)  
• Team Coaches (1 per nation)  
• Team Managers (1 per nation)  
• Adjudicators  
 
Individuals who are not debaters, coaches, 
team managers and adjudicators who wish to 
stay in the championship hotel and attend 
the championship events will be classified as 
‘Observers’. Observers will be charged a 
higher registration fee of S$1,950 per per-
son.  
 
There will be a surcharge of S$1,150 per 
person for individuals who wish to stay in a 
single room.  
 
 
Please note that:  
• Every competing team must have a mini-

mum of 3 and a maximum of 5 debaters 
who must be aged between 14 and 19 
and must not have started tertiary-level 
education. (Nations are encouraged to 
send a team of at least 4 debaters so that 
if a team member falls ill they will still be 
able to field 3 debaters in each debate.)  
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• Every team must send an adult Team 
Manager who shall be responsible for 
ensuring that the team members abide 
by the Rules and Code of Conduct of 
the World Schools Debating Champi-
onships and the laws of Singapore. 
The Team Manager may also serve as 
the team’s coach or as an adjudicator 
if the nation chooses.  

 
• All applications to serve as an adjudi-

cator will be subject to acceptance by 
the Chief Adjudicators of WSDC 2015.  

 
The process of registration for the cham-
pionship will be as follows:  
 
 
Stage 1 
21st January -  11th February 2015 
 
This is the initial phase of the registration 
process. Each nation which intends to 
send a team to the championship will be 
able to register online.  
 
Each nation will need to appoint a Team 
Administrator to manage the registration 
process. (The Team Administrator does 
not necessarily have to be someone who 
will be travelling with the delegation to 
Singapore.)  
 
In this phase of registration, the nation will 
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Most foreign visitors to Sin-
gapore do not require visas 
for visits of 30 days or less. 
Citizens of the following coun-
tries are currently required to 
obtain visas before travelling 
to Singapore: Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Bangladesh, Belarus, China, 
Egypt, Georgia, India, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, 
Moldova, Morocco, Myanmar, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Su-
dan, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, 
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Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uz-
bekistan and Yemen. 
Individuals travelling with 
identity documents / travel 
documents / passports is-
sued by Hong Kong, Macau 
or the Palestinian Authority 
also require visas. More in-
formation about visa re-
quirements can be found at 
the website of the Singapore 
Immigration and Checkpoints 
Authority: www.ica.gov.sg 
 

V for Visas  

3

need to give us the contact details of the 
Team Administrator and indicate how many 
people they intended to include in their del-
egation (debaters, coach, team manager, 
adjudicators and observers).  
 
If nations are not yet ready to give us the 
names and personal details of all the mem-
bers of their delegation at this stage, that 
information can be sent to us later. What we 
need to know is the expected number of 
people in each delegation.  
 
 
Stage 2 
4th -  25th March 2015 
 
In this phase, each nation which has regis-
tered will need to pay a non-refundable de-
posit of 50% of the registration fee for their 
delegation in order to confirm their place in 
the championship.  
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Invoices will be sent to each nation prior 
to 4th March. Any nation which wishes 
to change the number of people in their 
delegation will need to contact the or-
ganising committee prior to making the 
payment.  
 
 
Stage 3 
29th Apri l -  20th May 2015 
 
In this phase, each nation will need to 
pay the remaining 50% of their registra-
tion fees in order to secure their place in 
the championship.  
 
Further information about the first 
phase of registration will be sent out 
early in January 2015. Please e-mail 
wsdcsingapore2015@gmail.com if you 
have any further enquiries.  
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Chief   

1

Dear WSDC community, 

With the plans for the 2015 Worlds Schools 
Championships well underway, we would 
like to introduce ourselves to you as the co-
CAs of the tournament. As you know, one of 
the most important aspects of this event is 
the adjudication. WSDC has traditionally 
attracted a number of outstanding judges 
and prides itself on being able to maintain a 
high standard of adjudication; we are com-
mitted to continuing this tradition in 2015. 

To that end, we would like to remind teams 
that they are expected to assist in the host-
ing of this event by ensuring that at least 
one experienced adjudicator will be accom-
panying their delegation to next year’s tour-
nament. While some nations regularly bring 
several judges for this event, we also want 
to ensure that there will be a diverse and 
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experienced group of adjudicators. As such, 
we hope to encourage qualified adjudica-
tors to also apply as independent adjudica-
tors if they are planning on attending inde-
pendently of their country’s delegation. We 
therefore ask national organisations to en-
courage former WSDC debaters, coaches 
and previous adjudicators to consider judg-
ing this year’s tournament.   

A reminder as well that we will be continu-
ing the practice of judges' training before 
the tournament, augmenting it with the Ad-
judicators' Workshop at the tournament, 
and continuing well into the tourna-
ment. The first of these training stages, 
training before the tournament, will be 
linked to an adjudicator training website, 
which we will announce shortly. We hope 
that you will benefit from it. 

 

 Chief Adjudicators’ Update 
Vernie Oliverio (Singapore),  Co-CA Tracey Lee (Canada), Co-CA 
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^The Chief Adjudicators’ Panel in WSDC 
2013 in Antalya, Turkey 

In keeping with the practice at past WSDCs, 
interested members of the judging commu-
nity will be able to apply to be members of 
the Chief Adjudicators’ Panel (CAP). Judges 
will be able to indicate their interest in this 
when they complete the adjudicator registra-
tion form at 
http://www.wsdc2015.org/adjreg.html 
(starting from 20th December 2014). 

In considering the composition of the CAP, 
we intend to create a panel of outstanding 
experienced judges who represent a diversi-
ty of regional and cultural backgrounds, as 
well as a blend of those for whom English is 
a first language and for whom English is a 
foreign or second language. Successful can-
didates will also have strong people skills 
and have demonstrated the ability to work 
collegially and collaboratively on a team.  

The quality of our CAP will also depend upon 
the willingness of experienced adjudicators 
to commit their time and energies, in the 
months leading up to the tournament and 
during the 10 days of the event. Although 
the experience can be invigorating and very 
rewarding, it will also require a sense of hu-
mour, the ability to work under pressure and 
to troubleshoot.  

We look forward to welcoming you on to our 
CAP team! 

Chief Adjudicators’ Panel 

 9th February 2015 

Nations to send the names of judges at-
tached to their delegation to the co-CAs 
(please have that judge fill out a profile at 
http://www.wsdc2015.org/adjreg.html). 

Applications to be an independent adjudica-
tor must be submitted online (at 
http://www.wsdc2015.org/adjreg.html). 

Applications to be a member of the CAP 
must be submitted online (at 
http://www.wsdc2015.org/adjreg.html - 
please indicate your interest in serving on 
the CAP at the bottom of the form.) 

 

First  Week of March 2015 

Selected adjudicators to be informed via 
email.  Selected CAP members to be an-
nounced.    

Note:  All applications to adjudicate at the 
championship (both from judges attached to 
an official delegation and independent judg-
es) will be reviewed by the Chief Adjudica-
tors. Every application to adjudicate at the 
championship will require confirmation from 
the CAs before the individual’s registration 
as an adjudicator at the tournament is con-
firmed. 

 

Important Dates 

Tracey Lee and Vernie Oliverio  
Co-Chief Adjudicators  
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Global Debate Essay Contest 
In the lead up to WSDC 2015, we are organizing an 

essay contest to encourage members of the debating 
community to reflect on the nature and purpose of our 
craft.  

The competition is open to anyone who considers 
themselves to be a part of the debating community, re-
gardless of nationality and age. The deadline for sub-
mission is 15 January 2015.   

For more details, please check out 
http://www.wsdc2015.org/essay.html  

We would appreciate it if you could share this infor-
mation with anyone who might be interested in taking 
part.  

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact 
the coordinators at sgdebateessay@outlook.sg  


